“Striving for excellence in education by building a respectful community of active life-long learners who care about the world.”
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Principal’s Message

More on next page o

@ear Parents,

Welcome to the Year of the Dragon.

It was good to see so many parents attending the Chinese New Year event that took place on
the school playground just before the holiday. Everybody enjoyed the student
performances. Though the ‘God of Wealth’ was delayed he did manage to visit all Year 1
classrooms to distribute 'gold' coins.

Please contact school if you have had any problems accesssing your child’s mid year report on
the Gateway.

We look forward to a happy and successful second part of the term.

Pyjama Day - Friday 10th February

The SJS Pupil Council is inviting all students to join in the fun of our first ever ‘PYJAMA DAY’. The purpose of the
day is twofold: to have fun whilst creating school spirit at the beginning of the Year of the Dragon; secondly, to raise
money to support our chosen charity WWF, as well as for new SIS playground equipment.

More details follow later in this newsletter.




Principal’s Message

After School Supervision

May we please take this opportunity to remind parents that students should not be in school unsupervised after 3pm. Children waiting for
after-school activities must be accompanied at all times by a responsible adult who supervises them and ensures their safety. We do
appreciate that there are times when there is an unavoidable delay in picking children up at the end of a school day but children should not be
regularly left after 3pm. Thank you for your cooperation. Please do not hesitate to contact school if you have any questions about this matter.

Years 4, 5, 6 Sports Day
We are holding our Sports Day for Years 4, 5, and 6 on Thursday 29th March 2012, in Kowloon Cricket Club. Mr. Kelleher will send out a letter
closer to the date with more information.

Best Regards,

W;

Perry Tunesi
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Action- How do we want students to act?

The International Baccalaureate organisation does not provide a set
curriculum to teach within the Primary Years Programme. Instead, they
offer teachers a framework of five elements in which to structure and
organize learning.

Concepts
Knowledge
Skills
Attitudes
Action

This framework is used so that a balance between essential knowledge
and skills, development of conceptual understanding, demonstration of
positive attitudes, and taking of responsible action is formed within the
curriculum. This framework helps us to offer the best well—rounded
curriculum in order to educate each child according to his or her needs.
In the PYP, it is believed that education must extend beyond the
intellectual to include not only socially responsible attitudes but also
thoughtful and appropriate action.

More on next page o

What does Action look like?

Action can be as simple as a student wanting to share with someone
what they are learning about or even wanting to go to the library to
continue their learning of a particular topic. Or, it can be an action like
writing a letter to a politician or a corporate CEO about an issue that
was raised during a unit. Action in the PYP can also be deciding not to
act, for example if during a unit on health a student realizes that a can of
Coke with dinner is not the best choice and they opt for milk instead.
You can also take action in ways that support others or organisations,
through fund-raising activities. Support action at SIS on Friday the 10"
of February by allowing your child to come to take part in our pyjama
day. The small donation will be used to support the WWF, our chosen
charity

Back to Content Page




PYP News

The Action Cycle of the Primary Years Programme

Choose

The action cycle is the simple yet powerful tool used to teach children
how to take action. By going through the three steps of choosing, acting
and then reflecting back upon the results of their choice, students are
able to grow socially and personally, developing skills such as
cooperation, problem solving, conflict resolution and critical thinking.
This is an important part of student's participation in their own learning.

| hope you found this information useful. To support learning at home,

talk to your children about the Action you have taken recently.

Thanks everyone,
Rachael Blaik
PYP Coordinator

Keren and Hillary from class 3.2 took independent action at home. They have
been studying how places have a history and keep on changing. They have been
studying this through the lenses of change and causation.

Hillary wrote a project about the history of Hong Kong and how it has changed and
Keren took the concept of change and made a time-line of how her life has
changed. This shows she has a sound understanding of what change means as she
was able to apply it authentically to a new situation.

Well done girls, this is fabulous!

g 7
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At Sha Tin Junior School we believe that all students are entitled to a
broad, relevant and stimulating curriculum in an environment that will
have the greatest impact on their learning. We want our school to be a
place where students are able to learn, play and develop alongside each
other.

We strive to be an inclusive school where all students are encouraged
to participate in all school related activities to the best of their ability.

Our values and practices are best defined by the following quotation:

‘Inclusion assumes acceptance and respect of difference in school
communities and collaborative efforts to address the educational needs
of all students.’

(Bourke, 2010)
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To build on our inclusive practices and in line with an ESF initiative, we
will be looking to offer a learning support programme at the school
from next August. New facilities and additional staffing will be provided
along with training for our existing staff, to ensure the programme
enjoys a successful introduction.

If you would like to learn more about these exciting developments for
our school you are welcome to come along to a Parent Information
session on Thursday 9" of February at 6:30.

If you would like to attend the session, please respond using the

following link.
-
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Sarah Brennan is visiting all year groups on the
13th and 20th February in SJS. (Except Year 5 will
be having individual workshops in Term 3.)

Please do encourage the your children to visit Sarah’s
website at and especially her blog before she comes. It's

always more fun if the kids are well and truly

prepared! www.sarah-brennan.com 4

Back to Content Page
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Sarah Brennan is the Hong Kong-based
international author and publisher of the best-
selling Chinese Calendar Tales (The Tale of
Chester Choi, The Tale of Run Run Rat, The Tale
of Oswald Ox, The Tale of Temujin and The Tale
of Rhonda Rabbit to date) as well as the hugely
popular Dirty Story series. She is also author of
the humorous parenting advice manual
Dummies for Mummies published by Haven
Books. A featured author in Hong Kong,
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Sarah Brennan Biography

Shanghai and Beijing International Literary
Festivals since 2004, Sarah conducts regular
reading tours, workshops and weeks in
residence in schools in Hong Kong, Sydney,
Shanghai, Beijing, Singapore and the UK.

Her books are now distributed in the UK,
Europe, the Middle East, South Africa, China and
Singapore. Sarah’s latest book, The Tale of Pin
Yin Panda, will be officially launched at
Edinburgh Zoo in Scotland at Chinese New Year
2012.

Sarah’s particular mission is to bring Chinese
culture, history and landscape to young English
speakers everywhere through the medium of
humour, verse and funny illustrations, while at
the same time giving children living in East Asia
stories that relate to their own heritage. She
also believes passionately in rich vocabulary and
intelligent text for primary school children:
“dumbing down” is her particular béte noir! As a
result, her books can be read on many levels
and are popular among children aged as young
as5andasold as 12.

Back to Content Page

All of Sarah’s books are wickedly illustrated by
Hong Kong’s much-loved cartoonist from the
South China Morning Post, Harry Harrison.
Sarah lives in Hong Kong with her French
husband, two daughters and an opinionated
cocker spaniel.

Visit Sarah’s funny and fabulous website at
www.sarah-brennan.com and blog at
www.sarahbrennanblog.wordpress.com!

Updated to December 2011
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Pyjama Day

Friday 10" February

Dear Parents,

The SJS Pupil Council are inviting all students to join in the fun of our first ever ‘PYJAMA DAY’. The purpose of the day is twofold: to have fun whilst
creating school spirit at the beginning of the Year of the Dragon; secondly, to raise money to support our chosen charity WWF, as well as for new
SIS playground equipment.

In order for the day to be a success, we ask all students to:

1 wear their pyjamas to school if they wish or change from their school uniform into pyjamas at
school.

] wear protective shoes (eg trainers) to and from school as well as in the school playground and for
Games/PE lessons. They can wear slippers in the classroom.

1 wear bathrobes over their pyjamas if they wish or bring warm jackets for the playground in the
event of cold weather.

1 bring a $10 donation (or more!) for wearing their pyjamas.
1 wear their pyjamas home from school or change back into their school uniform if they wish.

This is not a free dress day. If children do not wear pyjamas, they must wear their full school uniform.

We hope that all the children of SJS will join the teachers in participating in PYJAMA DAY, to enjoy this whole
school event!

Yours sincerely,

Melissa Freeman, Caroline Driscoll, Yasmin Jamal and SJS Pupil Council

\ ’
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Chinese New Year Celebration
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Hong Kong Young Writers Award

HONG KONG; | HKYWA Update:

Y% UNG
" As wonderful as the entry was from Emily, Nina, and Crystal, we were unable

WRITERS AWARDS ] ] )
) to enter it, as it was co-written and the Awards do not accept such an entry.

M Therefore, the 10th submission for SIS in the competition is by Alpha in 2.3.

0 ' Congratulations Alpha :)
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ESF News

/' >
ESF ‘
HE 4
Year 9 ESF
-3 @ . . .
World Wise QUIZ BEESanimens

Theme: Local, Regional, & GloBal Geography February 2012.
Final Interschool Competition A The competition aims to raise the profile
Date: 23 February 2012 e 3 of geography within schools through a
Time: 2 pm o : < .
Vot Pa e Avte Conta m g fun and competitive way. The theme of
Renaissance College this year is "local, regional and global
geography". JCSRS is holding a Fashion

Jockey Club Sarah Roe School
AFRAERXER

All Year 9 students and teachers from the Gala in March in order to
ESF community will get together for the
Final Interschool Competition on

23 February 2012 at Renaissance College. ’ school to provide each

raise funds to enable the

Details are as below: student with an iPad.
Date: 23 February 2012

Time: 2 pm

Venue: Performance Arts Centre,
Renaissance College

Guest speaker: Dr. Rebecca Lee (

) the founder of the China Polar

Museum Foundation and the first woman
explorer who reached the Arctic,
Antarctic and Mount Everest.

The prize sponsor is PRO CAM-FIS. The

o a7 competition is supported by Hong Kong
Spporedy s e Discovery.
b Dr. Rebecca Lee (ZE&:FE1)
PRO CAM-FIS > /‘S(_Wef The founder of the China Polar Museum Foundation.
oF 55404
SR ey A polar scientist and the first woman explorer

who reached the Arctic, Antarctic and Mount Everest.

\
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ESTF News

JERI TELSTAR
COMPETITION WINNERS ~ =

Pear all,
P3 is proud to announce the winners of the 2011 Jeri Telstar writing
competition! 4

Sponsored by Pymocks, the winners in Hong % r the 7-9 age group
are Hugo Rao from French International School and Nic Pullinger from
Glenealy School for the 10-12 age group. .

We also appreciate the efforts made on behalf of the Western
International School of Shanghai and we hope to have more from China later
this year.

Thank you for participating and congratulations to all the winners.

We got some fantastic entries this year and we will be looking forward to
reading more in the future.

Storics will be published in the February issue of Playtimes magazine
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Students’ Recognition

| am delighted to congratulate:

Oliver of class 2.3 for achieving 3rd
place in English Solo Verse Speaking-
Open-Aged 5-7, Boys and Girls in the
63rd Hong Kong Schools Speech
Festival.

Hazel of class 4.3 for achieving

2nd place in English Solo Verse
Speaking-Open-Aged 8, Boys
and Girls in the 63rd Hong Kong
Schools Speech Festival.

A
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Students’ Recognition
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Students’ Recognition

You Might
Want to

he HKCIHA is looking for support for local schools,
groups, family.and friends o help the team reach

one more goal of public.recognition. You can help
. suppori the team by taking'only a few moments and

Ny
I c e H 0 c key Tl visit the BOC Onllne Voting Website any cast your vote

d - . for them in the Team Sport OnIy category -
° ° ) o T .
National Representatives i R i
r ., N i o Cllck Qere http?//sportstar2011.hkolympic.org/votin
‘{‘A‘\}\ 5 ’
t " 4 \ S - ’ Sn;ppy foILow the instruction for casting your vote. Please
I'am dellghted to congratulate. 'Y "'h“ . * wmake-sure you see the Youth Team as

5 > . -

sNumber 101" for Your vote.

- 5 - Nl If you have questions with re:gand the U10 HK Team,
National Youth Team (U10HK) for being selected as one of the teams of recognition &~ L N + HKCIHA invite you'to contact Andrew Sponagle

Federation & Olympic Committee.

q 7 K ; e ; SR RV IYouth 1
for the 2011 Bank of China Sport Stars Award in cooperation with the HK Sports - 44 ¢ x 4 R S L i R0aRY Ot Tgegs Oenerst VRnagw) frectly as
bt A r . £ » ' andrewsponagle@ymcahk okg.hk or by phoge at 2782
A, - A N ) 6682."

(Copled from the.or&a\ letter.)

_- e "..'. Ie o
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Students’ Recognition

BLE UNIVERSITY of CAMBRIDGE

B FSOL Fxaminatio
W ES [ Examinations You Might Not sure which exam is right for you? P> Test your
Want to English with their quick, free online test. It will give you

Kn ow an idea of your English level and tell you which
Cambridge ESOL exam might be the most appropriate for
you, whether you are in the UK or anywhere in the world.

[
ca m b rl d ge Y L E ( F Iye rS) Cambridge English: Flyers, also known as Young Learners
English (YLE): Flyers, is the highest of three tests
specifically designed for schoolchildren aged between 7
and 12. Cambridge English: Flyers shows a child can deal

° freo
ce rt Ifl C ate with everyday written and spoken English at a basic level.

LE

Cambridge Young Learners English Tests

| am delighted to congratulate:

Grace of class 5.1 for obtaining his Cambridge examination in December. She
obtained 5 shields in each of the 3 skills: Reading / Writing, Listening and
Speaking. o
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Students’ Recognition

Others

| am delighted to congratulate:

Oliver of class 2.3 who has received an Outstanding Student of the Advance

Student for his achievement in a Maths Course. He also performed in Talent
Show in a Year 1 & 2 assembly in December.
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Student Recognition

If your child has achieved something special, we would happy
to feature their efforts in the newsletter if we can. Please
send the details to my Communication Officer

alex.chu@sijs.esf.edu.hk

To Remove or Change of your E-mail

Please Contact

Address: 3A Lai Wo Lane, Fo Tan, Sha Tin, N.T., Hong Kong.
E-mail: info@sjs.esf.edu.hk

Phone: 2692 2721

Fax: 2602 5572

6 ) Previous Page Back to Content Page




Calendar of Events

View Calendar
Online

Feb 2012 .
e February Event Time
1 3 4
- 10 Wed Pyjamas Day
3 7 a8 a9 10 11
‘ 16 Thu
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 SIs Years1-6 3-Way Conferences 1.00pm—7.00pm
“rwmr 23 Thu
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
27 Mon Book Week
26 27 28 29
March Event Time
1 Thu Book Parade
sJs

IB Workshop in school for all staff

2 Fri
"l (No students in school)
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